Title of research: 

Young Children’s Drawing Behaviours: Supporting Young Children Drawing

Objectives:

This is a continuation of an existing project. The overall objective is:

to explore the impact upon the young child’s drawing behaviours of the views and beliefs of significant others across home, pre-school and school settings.

Research Questions

· What is the adult’s role when supporting young children drawing?
· What forms of child/ adult interaction supports rather than constrains young children’s episodes of drawing?

· How does the adult ‘tune in’ to young children’s needs in relation to drawing?

· How does the adult recognise when it is appropriate to intervene?

· Does the form of interaction appear to change with the age or perceived drawing ability of the child? 

· Is the form of interaction between child and adult influenced by gendered behaviours?

· How does the environment best support child/ adult interaction? (Time, space, organisation of materials.)

· Does adult support for young children drawing differ from support given in relation to other activities?

· How important is the adult’s awareness/ knowledge of the child’s holistic needs when supporting young children’s drawing behaviours?

· How important is the adult’s awareness/ knowledge of the child’s particular patterns of meaning making when supporting young children’s drawing behaviours?

· What is the impact upon young children drawing of an adult’s own experience/ knowledge and understanding of drawing behaviour?

Please give a brief justification of your proposed research project:

This research builds upon previous research completed by the project leader. 

Within the field of early years education, development and care there is currently a focus upon the role of the adult when interacting with very young children. The outcomes of three influential research projects, The Effective Provision of Pre-School Education Project (EPPE, 2003), Researching Effective Pedagogy in the Early years (REPEY, 2002) and Study of Pedagogical Effectiveness in Early Learning (SPEEL, 2002) all draw attention to the need for ‘sustained shared thinking’ between the child and the adult and careful consideration of what this looks like in practice. In addition, the Primary National Strategy’s current promotion of ‘creativity’ across the curriculum gives practitioners permission to consider different approaches to children’s learning.

Given a cultural pre-occupation with young children achieving conventional literacy early, in this country their use of drawing is generally seen by parents and practitioners as merely a stage along the way to writing, to be discarded once this has been achieved. The documented outcomes of previous stages of this project forms part of a small amount of material which looks at drawing and its role for children in re-presenting their ongoing thinking (Ring, 2003, Anning and Ring, 2004). With a focus upon writing and the lack of attention paid to the arts over a long period of time, including both initial teacher education and continuing professional development, it is unsurprising that practitioners feel that they lack a clear understanding of how to support a child who is drawing and either over direct or are afraid to involve themselves in what they consider is a ‘creative’ activity.

This project gathers data from a group of twenty ‘expert’ practitioners as they:

· support young children drawing within their own settings

· document the process and their ongoing thinking in relation to their role 

· come together with peers to share, discuss and analyse the data they have collected and ways of moving forward

Please outline the proposed sample group, including any specific criteria:

The sample group is a group of up to twenty ‘expert’ early years practitioners, acknowledged for their expertise by their appointment as Advanced Skills Teachers, Head Teachers, Deputy Head Teachers etc.

Describe how the proposed sample group will be formulated:

The group will be drawn from a group of such practitioners who are attending a three-day course given by the project leader. Participation by the practitioners will be through self-selection.

Indicate clearly what the involvement of the sample group will be in the research process:

Stage 1

The group will be involved in documenting their work with young children – both the process and the product. A multi-method approach will include the use of questionnaire; observation; collection of visual data via digital images and video tape; and the ongoing completion of a learning journal. Focus group discussions will take place with all participants having the opportunity to contribute. 

Stage 2

Visits will be made by the project leader to a sub-set of the sample in their settings. Once again participation by the practitioners will be through self-selection. A multi- method approach will include the use of semi-structured interview; observation; collection of visual data via digital images and video tape; examination of documentation collected by the participants.
Specify how the consent of subjects will be obtained.  Please include within this a description of any information with which you intend to provide the subjects:

A group meeting of all adult participants will take place prior to commencement of the project. All participants will be given a copy of the British Educational Research Association (BERA) (2004) Revised Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (Appendix 1). These guidelines will be read at the meeting and fully discussed as to their ramifications for the research project in the particular early years settings. Agreements made by all at the meeting, where all parties have reached ‘an ethically acceptable position in which their actions would be considered justifiable and sound’, (BERA, 2004), will form the basis of a research consent form which will be signed by participant and researcher.

Indicate any potential risks to subjects and how you propose to minimise these:

Particular attention will be paid to the role of the children within the project. It is expected that the children being taught by the adult participants within the study will be aged between 3 and 5 years. It is expected that involvement in episodes of drawing activity will be voluntary and that, given that the research is taking place in their everyday context and that the practitioners are part of that context, the normality of the children’s experience can be maintained. 

It is anticipated that each setting will have an agreed policy (school or LEA) on gaining permission for the taking of video and digital images within the school setting (Appendix 2) which will be adhered to. In many settings parents sign a consent form when the children begin attending the setting agreeing to their child being videoed. In relation to this research project, following editing of any video material or digital images it will be necessary to gain additional consent from parents of featured children if the material is to be published. No child will be video-taped or photographed where permission by parents/ carers has been refused. 

The reason for the use of the video-camera/ digital camera will be explained simply to the children. They will be told that a particular activity is being videoed so that they can choose not to take part. Time must be found for children to see the data collected if the children request this. 

Ownership of material completed by the children

The original materials/ drawings will remain in the setting but the researcher will make colour photocopies of all drawings.

Ownership of video taped material

The original videotapes/ digital images, if taken by the adult participants, will remain with the setting and the researcher will make a copy. Videotapes/ digital images taken by the researcher will remain with the researcher but will be made available to the participants. Following observation of video-tapes/ digital images by practitioners and researcher it is anticipated that only clips of video and digital images agreed by all parties will eventually be retained. Both the setting and the researcher will have copies of edited material.

Describe the procedures you intend to follow in order to maintain the anonymity and confidentiality of the subjects:

All participants will be assured that their names and their setting will not be divulged. In written documentation the children’s first names will be changed and surnames will not be used. Practitioners will be asked not to use children’s surnames when videoing.
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REVISED ETHICAL GUIDELINES

FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH (2004)

PREAMBLE

1.

This revision of the Association’s Ethical Guidelines (for Educational
Research) builds on the 1992 statement in two significant ways. First it seeks
more fully to recognize the academic tensions that a multi-disciplinary
community generates when dealing with the complex research issues that
characterize education contexts. Secondly it seeks to include the field of action
research.

It is intended that deliberation on these guidelines, and compliance where
appropriate, will be a binding responsibility on all members of the Association
in their research activities. Although they can only be advisory for others
engaged in carrying out, sponsoring or using educational research, it is the
hope of the Association that they will attract widespread consultation and
adherence. In the particular case of groups of educational researchers (e.g. in
university departments or private agencies), the Association recommends the
setting up of local ethics committees that endorse and employ these guidelines
in support of their own work.

The underpinning aim of the guidelines is to enable educational researchers to
weigh up all aspects of the process of conducting educational research within
any given context (from student research projects to large-scale funded
projects) and to reach an ethically acceptable position in which their actions
are considered justifiable and sound. For the vast majority of educational
research activity this basic tenet may be non-problematic but dilemmas will
arise for others and these guidelines will provide a basis for deliberation and
perhaps resolution or compromise.

Aspirations of Educational Researchers

4.

Educational researchers aim to extend knowledge and understanding in all
areas of educational activity and from all perspectives including learners,
educators, policymakers and the public. The Association recognizes that the
community of educational researchers is multi-disciplinary and that within the
paradigms and methodologies espoused by the various disciplines, and often
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variously by their sub-disciplines, a variety of concepts may be problematic.
Examples among these are the concepts of ‘data’, ‘reliability’, ‘validity’,
‘subjectivity’ and ‘objectivity’. Debates abound, for example, on the relativity
or otherwise of ‘truth’ and ‘reality’ and such debates are symptomatic of a
community undertaking critical analysis of its basic tenets and enjoying the
enhancement of its intellectual capital through the creative tension it produces.

The Association therefore recognizes the legitimacy of the diverse educational
research philosophies, theories and methodologies that exist and seeks to
ensure that its guidelines do not selectively judge or constrain, directly or
indirectly, the methodological distinctions or the research processes that
emanate from them. These guidelines, then, are offered as set of principles and
advice that will be subject to continuing review as our knowledge,
understanding and practice of educational research continues to evolve.

Principles Underpinning the Guidelines

6. The Association considers that all educational research should be conducted
within an ethic of respect for:
e The Person
e Knowledge
e Democratic Values
e The Quality of Educational Research
e Academic Freedom
7.  In guiding researchers on their conduct within this framework the Association
sets out its guidelines under the following headings:
e Responsibilities to Participants
e Responsibilities to Sponsors of Research
e Responsibilities to the Community of Educational Researchers
GUIDELINES

Responsibilities to Participants

8.

The participants in research may be the active or passive subjects of such
processes as observation, inquiry, experiment or test. They may be
collaborators or colleagues in the research process or they may simply be part
of the context e.g. where students are part of the context but not the subjects of
a teacher’s research into his or her own professional practice.
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The Association considers that educational researchers should operate within
an ethic of respect for any persons involved directly or indirectly in the
research they are undertaking, regardless of age, sex, race, religion, political
beliefs and lifestyle or any other significant difference between such persons
and the researchers themselves or other participants in the research. This ethic
of respect implies the following responsibilities on the part of researchers.

Voluntary Informed Consent

10.

11.

The Association takes voluntary informed consent to be the condition in which
participants understand and agree to their participation without any duress,
prior to the research getting underway.

Researchers must take the steps necessary to ensure that all participants in the
research understand the process in which they are to be engaged, including
why their participation is necessary, how it will be used and how and to whom
it will be reported. Researchers engaged in action research must consider the
extent to which their own reflective research impinges on others, for example
in the case of the dual role of teacher and researcher and the impact on
students and colleagues. Dual roles may also introduce explicit tensions in
areas such as confidentiality and must be addressed accordingly.

Deception

12.

The securing of participants’ voluntary informed consent, before research gets
underway, is considered the norm for the conduct of research. Researchers
must therefore avoid deception or subterfuge unless their research design
specifically requires it to ensure that the appropriate data is collected or that
the welfare of the researchers is not put in jeopardy. Decisions to use
deception or subterfuge in research must be the subject of full deliberation and
subsequent disclosure in reporting. The Association recommends that approval
for this course of action should be obtained from a local or institutional ethics
committee. In any event, if it possible to do so, researchers must seek consent
on a post-hoc basis in cases where it was not desirable to seek it before
undertaking the research.

Right to Withdraw

13.

Researchers must recognize the right of any participant to withdraw from the
research for any or no reason, and at any time, and they must inform them of
this right. In all such circumstances researchers must examine their own
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actions to assess whether they have contributed to the decision to withdraw
and whether a change of approach might persuade the participants to re-
engage. In most cases the appropriate course of action will be for the
researchers to accept the participants’ decision to withdraw. Decisions to
persuade them to re-engage must be taken with care. Researchers must not use
coercion or duress of any form to persuade participants to re-engage with the
work. In cases where participants are required by a contractual obligation to
participate e.g. when mandated as part of their employment to facilitate an
evaluation study, researchers may, however, have proper recourse to a third
party (e.g. the employing authority) to request compliance with a contract.

Children, Vulnerable Young People and Vulnerable Adults

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

The Association requires researchers to comply with Articles 3 and 12 of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Article 3 requires that
in all actions concerning children, the best interests of the child must be the
primary consideration. Article 12 requires that children who are capable of
forming their own views should be granted the right to express their views
freely in all matters affecting them, commensurate with their age and maturity.
Children should therefore be facilitated to give fully informed consent.

The Association considers that the spirit of Articles 3 and 12 above should
also apply in research contexts involving young people and vulnerable adults.

In the case of participants whose age, intellectual capability or other
vulnerable circumstance may limit the extent to which they can be expected to
understand or agree voluntarily to undertake their role, researchers must fully
explore alternative ways in which they can be enabled to make authentic
responses. In such circumstances, researchers must also seek the collaboration
and approval of those who act in guardianship (e.g. parents) or as ‘responsible
others’ (i.e. those who have responsibility for the welfare and well-being of
the participants e.g. social workers).

Researchers must ensure that they themselves, and any collaborators or
research assistants and students under their supervision, comply with legal
requirements in relation to working with school children or vulnerable young
people and adults.

Researchers must recognize that participants may experience distress or
discomfort in the research process and must take all necessary steps to reduce
the sense of intrusion and to put them at their ease. They must desist
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immediately from any actions, ensuing from the research process, that cause
emotional or other harm.

19. Researchers must recognize concerns relating to the ‘bureaucratic burden’ of
much research, especially survey research, and must seek to minimize the
impact of their research on the normal working and workloads of participants.

Incentives

20. Researchers’ use of incentives to encourage participation must be

commensurate with good sense and must avoid choices which in themselves
have undesirable effects (e.g. the health aspects of offering cigarettes to young
offenders or sweets to school-children). They must also acknowledge that the
use of incentives in the design and reporting of the research may be
problematic; for example where their use has the potential to create a bias in
sampling or in participant responses.

Detriment Arising from Participation in Research

21.

22.

Researchers must make known to the participants (or their guardians or
responsible others) any predictable detriment arising from the process or
findings of the research. Any unexpected detriment to participants, which
arises during the research, must be brought immediately to their attention or to
the attention of their guardians or responsible others as appropriate.

Researchers must take steps to minimize the effects of designs that advantage
or are perceived to advantage one group of participants over others e.g. in an
experimental or quasi-experimental study in which the treatment is viewed as
a desirable intervention and which by definition is not available to the control
or comparison group respectively.

Privacy

23.

The confidential and anonymous treatment of participants’ data is considered
the norm for the conduct of research. Researchers must recognize the
participants’ entitlement to privacy and must accord them their rights to
confidentiality and anonymity, unless they or their guardians or responsible
others, specifically and willingly waive that right. In such circumstances it is
in the researchers’ interests to have such a waiver in writing. Conversely,
researchers must also recognize participants’ rights to be identified with any
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24.

25.

26.

publication of their original works or other inputs, if they so wish. In some
contexts it will be the expectation of participants to be so identified.

Researchers must comply with the legal requirements in relation to the storage
and use of personal data as set down by the Data Protection Act (1998) and
any subsequent similar acts. In essence people are entitled to know how and
why their personal data is being stored, to what uses it is being put and to
whom it may be made available. Researchers must have participants’
permission to disclose personal information to third parties and are required to
ensure that such parties are permitted to have access to the information. They
are also required independently to confirm the identity of such persons and
must keep a record of any disclosures. Disclosure may be written, electronic,
verbal or any visual means.

The Data Protection Act also confers the right to private citizens to have
access to any personal data that is stored in relation to them. Researchers
seeking to exploit legal exclusions to these rights must have a clear
justification for so doing.

Researchers must ensure that data is kept securely and that the form of any
publication, including publication on the Internet, does not directly or
indirectly lead to a breach of agreed confidentiality and anonymity.

Disclosure

27.

28.

Researchers who judge that the effect of the agreements they have made with
participants, on confidentiality and anonymity, will allow the continuation of
illegal behaviour, which has come to light in the course of the research, must
carefully consider making disclosure to the appropriate authorities. If the
behaviour is likely to be harmful to the participants or to others, the
researchers must also consider disclosure. Insofar as it does not undermine or
obviate the disclosure, researchers must apprise the participants or their
guardians or responsible others of their intentions and reasons for disclosure.

At all times the decision to override agreements on confidentiality and
anonymity must be taken after careful and thorough deliberation. In such
circumstances it is in the researchers’ interests to make contemporaneous
notes on decisions and the reasoning behind them, in case a misconduct
complaint or other serious consequence arises.
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29.

The Association considers it good practice for researchers to debrief
participants at the conclusion of the research and to provide them with copies
of any reports or other publications arising from their participation. Where the
scale of the research makes such a consideration impractical, alternative
means such as a website should be used to ensure participants are informed of
the outcomes.

Responsibilities to Sponsors of Research

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

A sponsor of research is considered to be any person or body that funds
research (e.g. a research charity or government body) or facilitates it by
allowing and enabling access to data and participants (e.g. an examinations
body).

The Association expects researchers to bring its Ethical Guidelines to the
attention of all sponsors of research. :

Written agreements are considered the norm for funded or commissioned
research. Such agreement should minimally cover the purpose of the research,
the research methods to be used, any conditions of access to data or
participants, ownership of data, the researchers’ right to publish, requirements
for reporting and dissemination, deadlines for completion of the work and the
accounting for the use of funds. In recognition of the dynamics of research,
agreements should also include provision for negotiating changes sought by
either the researchers or the sponsors.

Researchers must avoid agreeing to any sponsor’s conditions that could lead to
serious contravention of any aspect of these guidelines or that undermine the
integrity of the research by imposing unjustifiable conditions on the methods
to be used or the reporting of outcomes. Attempts by sponsors or funding
agencies to use any questionable influence should be reported to the
Association.

Researchers must fulfil their responsibilities to sponsors to the highest possible
standards. It is in the researchers’ interest that respective responsibilities and
entitlements should be agreed with the sponsors at the outset of the research.
Where the sponsor acts essentially as a host or facilitator for research,
researchers must, out of courtesy, inform them of the work they propose to

- undertake e.g. a group of teachers engaging in a process of action research as

part of curriculum renewal should inform the school management of their
intentions.
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35.

In negotiating sponsored research, researchers must provide honest and
complete details of their competence and capacity to undertake the research
that is proposed. Researchers will normally take a disinterested approach to
research design, analysis and interpretation and where they feel they must take
other than a disinterested position this should be made clear and amenable to
scrutiny.

Methods

36.

37.

Researchers must employ methods that are fit for the purpose of the research
they are undertaking. Those researchers who prefer or promote specific
methods, theories or philosophies of research must have knowledge of
alternative approaches sufficient to assure sponsors that they have considered
these and that the research needs are being properly addressed. Sponsors
should be offered a full, honest and amenable justification on the final choice
of methods.

Researchers must, within the context and boundaries of their chosen methods,
theories and philosophies of research, communicate the extent to which their
data collection and analysis techniques, and the inferences to be drawn from
their findings, are reliable, valid and generalizable.

Publication

38.

39.

The Association recommends that all members should make themselves
familiar with the BERA research writing guidelines: Good Practice on
Educational Research Writing.

The right of researchers to publish the findings of their research under their
own names is considered the norm for sponsored research. The Association
recognizes, however, that there are conditions under which this right might not
hold including circumstances in which:

e Researchers have waived this right in writing;

e Publication would contravene the law (e.g. in the area of libel or race
relations);

e The work that has been commissioned specifically to produce a confidential
report e.g. consultancy reports that are based on research activity;

e Undertakings have been given to participants concerning confidentiality
and the intention to avoid causing unnecessary harm to those affected by
the research findings;

e The researchers have failed to comply with contractual obligations;
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40.

41.

e The researchers have failed, without reasonable justification, to report
findings in a manner consistent with these ethical guidelines e.g. failure to
report findings honestly and accurately.

Researchers have the right to dissociate themselves publicly from accounts of
the research that they consider misleading or unduly selective. Sponsors enjoy
a similar right. It is in the interests of researchers and sponsors alike to prevent
this situation arising by agreements on publication or, if necessary, through
arbitration.

Educational researchers must endeavour to communicate their findings, and
the practical significance of their research, in a clear, straightforward fashion
and in language judged appropriate to the intended audience.

Responsibilities to the Community of Educational Researchers

42. The community of educational researchers is considered to mean all those
engaged in educational research including academics, professionals (from
private or public bodies), teachers and students.

Misconduct

43. All educational researchers must protect the integrity and reputation of

educational research by ensuring they conduct their research to the highest

standards. Researchers must therefore not bring research into disrepute by, for

example:

¢ Falsifying research evidence or findings;

e ‘Sensationalizing’ findings in a manner that sacrifices intellectual capital

for maximum public exposure;

Distorting findings by selectively publishing some aspects and not others;

Criticizing other researchers in a defamatory or unprofessional manner;

Exploiting the conditions of work and roles of contract research staff;

Undertaking work for which they are perceived to have a conflict of

interest or where self-interest or commercial gain might be perceived to

compromise the objectivity of the research;

e Undertaking work for which they are not competent;

e Using work carried out with co-researchers as the basis of individual
outputs without the agreement of the co-researchers concerned;

e Using research for fraudulent or illegal purposes.
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APPENDIX 2

Using Images of Children:

photographs, videos, websites and webcams

Guidance for City of York Council Schools

Introduction


We live in an age in which digital technology has vastly increased the use, and potential misuse, of photography.

Publicity surrounding concerns about such matters as whether to allow filming of school events has prompted us to advise that schools and LEA Services should have a policy about the use of photography. 

In developing such a policy, Heads and Governors should open the issue for discussion with parents, to maintain trust in the parent school relationship, and to enable those parents with particular concerns to specify that they withhold their consent for whatever reason.

Most children who are abused are abused by someone they know.  We have taken the view, in consultation with our local police force, that the risk of a child being directly targeted for abuse through being identified by a stranger is so small that, providing reasonable steps are taken in planning to ensure an appropriate photograph, and to protect full name and contact details, the practice of photography for school events by families and the media should be allowed.  In addition, the widespread use of mobile telephones as digital cameras would make banning difficult to impose and police. 

Generally, photographs for school and family use, and those that appear in the press, are a source of pleasure and pride which we believe usually enhance self esteem for children and young people, and their families, and the practice should continue, within safe practice guidelines.

Issues of consent

The Data Protection Act 1998 affects our use of photography.  This is because an image of a child is personal data for the purpose of the Act, and it is a requirement that consent is obtained from the parent of a child or young person under the age of 18 years for any photographs or video recordings for purposes beyond the school’s core educational function (eg school web sites, school productions).  It is also important to ascertain the views of the child.

As it is likely that there will be a number of occasions during a pupil’s school life when the school may wish to photograph or video that pupil, we recommend that consent is sought when the pupil starts at the school, to last for the duration of their stay. 

A signed consent form, as attached to this guidance, should be obtained from the child’s parent/guardian, and kept on file, covering all cases where images of children are to be published beyond the parameters of school use.

Where children are ‘Looked After’ schools must check consent on the corporate parent’s behalf with the social worker, and there may be other situations (in adoption placements or following a resettlement from domestic violence for example), where a child’s security is known by the class teacher to be at stake, indicating the need for extra care.

Consent gained for photographs or videos may not extend to website or webcam use, so it is important to check, when introducing such technology, the status of existing consent for pupils.

Parents retain the right to withdraw consent at any stage, but they need to do so in writing.

Planning photographs of children
Images and details of pupils published together allow for the remote possibility that people outside the school could identify and then attempt to contact pupils directly.  The measures described below should help to minimise the risk of such unsolicited attention.

· Where possible, use general shots of classrooms or group activities rather than close up pictures of individual children.  Consider the camera angle; photographs taken over the shoulder, or from behind are less identifiable. 
· Use images of children in suitable dress, and take care photographing PE or swimming events to maintain modesty, using team tracksuits if appropriate, for example.
· Remember to include images of children from different ethnic backgrounds in your communications wherever possible, and positive images of children with disabilities to promote your school as an inclusive community, and to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act.
· Logos or emblems on sweatshirts etc can identify children.  Depending on the use to which the photograph will be put, consider airbrushing logos.
· Consider alternatives. Is a photograph of the children necessary, or could an article be illustrated by the children’s work for example?
3.
Identifying pupils
The DfES advise the following, as a broad rule of thumb, where consent is unclear:

· If the pupil is named, avoid using their photograph.  If the photograph is used, avoid naming the pupil.

We recommend that:

· You use the minimum information.  Ask yourself whether it is really necessary to accompany a picture with the pupils’ names, the year group, or the school.

· When fully naming pupils in any published text, whether in the school’s brochure, website, or in the local press, avoid using their photograph, unless you have parental consent to do so.

4.
Using photographs of children supplied by a third party
Copyright does not apply to images for private family use.  However, copyright does exist in commercial photographs and it rests with the photographer.  Copyright is a right that the photographer automatically enjoys as the creator of the work to prevent other people exploiting his or her work and to control how other people use it.

Before using a photograph supplied by a third party you should check that the third party owns the copyright in the photograph and you should obtain their written or verbally recorded permission to use it.  If you use a photograph without the copyright owner’s permission you could find that an action is taken against you for copyright infringement. 

Images downloaded from the Internet are also subject to copyright.

Third Parties will generally be under the same obligations as your school to obtain parental consent to the use and distribution of photographs.  You should therefore ask the third party to guarantee to you that all relevant consents have been given and that they are entitled to provide you with the image.

Use of images of children by the press
(Please refer to the recommendations in section 3 above; ‘Identifying Pupils’)

There may be occasions where the press take photographs at your school of pupils.  The consent form attached (PC2) attempts to highlight the potential risks for parents so that they can make an informed decision about whether to agree to their children being featured in the press and whether their full name should accompany the photograph.

The manner in which the press use images is controlled through relevant industry codes of practice as well as the law.  However, given your responsibility to parents and pupils, it is sensible to politely check that broadcasters and press photographers you may be chaperoning on your school premises are aware of the sensitivity involved in detailed captioning, one to one interviews, and close or sports photography.

School prospectuses and other literature
Although most school literature is sent to a specific audience, it would be best to avoid using personal details or full names of any child in a photograph.  Follow the DfES advice above.

Videos
You must have parental consent before any child can appear in a video.  Parents can make video recordings of nativity plays and other such events for their own personal and family use, as they are not covered by the Data Protection Act (please refer to section 10).  Potential difficulties in this area can be avoided if the school adopts the policy of taking an official video of the event and making copies available to parents.

Websites
This is an area that gives particular concern to parents because of the potential misuse of images by paedophiles.  With digital photography there is the remote possibility that images of children could be produced, manipulated, and circulated, without the parents’ or children’s knowledge.  The dual concern which follows such a risk is that children might be exploited, and a school might be criticised or face action.

It is important to take care with identification, and to respect parental views on the use of any photography of children on a website. 

We recommend that you visit the DfES website ‘Superhighway Safety’ at www.safety.ngfl.gov.uk/schools for further guidance and advice.

Webcams

The regulations for using webcams are similar to those for CCTV (closed-circuit television).  This means that the area in which you are using the webcam must be well signposted and people must know that the webcam is there before they enter the area, in order to consent to being viewed in this way.  Children should be consulted, and adults would need to consent, as well as the parents of all the affected children.

In gaining consent, you must tell the person why the webcam is there, what you will use the images for, who might want to look at the pictures and what security measures are in place to protect access.

The current DfES advice (July 2003) is that unless a webcam is a response to a specific threat or difficulty in relation to either crime or health and safety, it may pose more difficulties for the school than it would actually resolve.  If you want to use a webcam, we would advise careful parental, staff, and legal consultation.

Parental right to take photographs

Parents are not covered by the Data Protection Act 1998 if they are taking photographs or making a video recording for their own private use.  The Act does not, therefore, stop parents from taking photographs or making video recordings at school events, such as nativity plays.  

Parents are not permitted, however, to take photographs or to make a video recording for anything other than their own personal use (e.g. with a view to selling videos of a school event).  Recording and/or photographing other than for private use would require the consent of the other parents whose children may be captured on film.  Without this consent the Data Protection Act 1998 would be breached.  The consent form attached reminds parents of this fact.

Data Protection considerations aside, it is possible to consider banning all filming/recording/photography of school productions, sports days etc if you feel that this is appropriate.  We believe, however, that many parents would consider it to be over-cautious to impose such a ban and we would not, at this stage, recommend this course of action.  Should you wish to impose any such ban we would advise you to take legal advice in order to ensure that the correct steps are taken, whilst acknowledging that such a ban would be difficult to enforce.

The important thing is to be sure that people with no connection with your school do not have any opportunity to film covertly.  Ask your staff to quiz anyone they do not recognise who is using a camera or video recorder at events and productions, and include this instruction in your consent form or any event tickets. 

The storage of photographs
Photographs must be maintained securely for authorised school use only, and disposed of either by return to the child, parents, or shredding as appropriate.

Official school photographs
Schools will periodically invite an official photographer into school to take portraits/photographs of individual children and/or class groups.  It is essential that when considering such an activity schools undertake their own risk assessment in terms of the validity of the photographer/agency involved and establishing what checks/vetting has been undertaken.  Procedures should also ensure that levels of supervision are appropriate to safeguard the welfare of children at all times when visitors are present on the school site.

Useful sources of information
‘Keeping your child safe on the internet’ publication by UK online and the Home Office
www.wiseuptothenet.co.uk
The Information Commission website at www.dataprotection.gov.uk
Press Complaints Commission Code of Practice at www.pcc.org.uk/cop/cop.asp
Internet Watch Foundation at www.internetwatch.org.uk
Produced with thanks in particular to Hampshire County Council

If you need any further information, please contact the City of York Area Child Protection Committee Manager, Ashbank, 1 Shipton Road, York YO30 5RE (01904 555695)
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Date

Consent form for use by City of York Council Schools

To:  Name of the child’s parent or guardian:
____________________________________________

Name of child:

_____________________________________________________________

School:

_____________________________________________________________

This letter explains why we need to ask you for your consent to any photographs of your child whilst at school.  When you have read the letter, you should complete and return the form attached to let us know your wishes.

Generally, photographs for school and family use, and those that appear in the press, are a source of pleasure and pride which we believe can enhance the self-esteem of children, young people, and their families, and so are to be welcomed.

However, we live in an age in which digital technology has vastly increased the use, and potential misuse, of photography, and there has been publicity surrounding concern about the safety of filming school events, and about the risk of a child being identified by a photograph in the local press, and as a result being targeted for abuse.

On advice from the City of York Police, the City of York Local Education Authority, and others, we have taken the view that the risk of a child being identified by a stranger is so small that, providing reasonable steps are in place in terms of school security, planning to ensure an appropriate photograph and to protect the full name and contact details of children, the practice of photography for school events by families and the media should continue.  In any case, the widespread use of mobile telephones as digital cameras would make banning virtually impossible to impose and police.

The DfES broad rule of thumb for schools is that “if the pupil is named, avoid using the photograph.  If the photograph is used, avoid naming the pupil”.  For our own school publications, we will follow this advice for photographs to be used for circulation beyond the school.  The press however like to reflect the local community by naming children who appear, and may decline to photograph events if this facility is denied to them.

We are mindful of the fact that for some families there may be reasons why a child’s identification is a matter of particular anxiety, and if you have special circumstances either now, or at any time in the future, which would affect or change your consent on this issue, you need to let your child’s class teacher know.

If your child is old enough to express their own view, you may want to consult with them about the categories of consent, and we invite you to use this letter to explore their feelings about being photographed at school.

Please complete the form attached.  Talk to the class teacher if you are unclear.

Using images of children


May 2004– PC2

Consent form for use by City of York Council schools

	To
	Name of the child’s parent or guardian:
	

	Name of child:
	

	School:
	

	
	

	Occasionally, we may take photographs of the children at our school.  We may use these images in our school’s prospectus or in other printed publications that we produce, as well as on our website.  We may also make video or webcam recordings for school-to-school conferences, monitoring or other educational use.

	

	From time to time, the media may visit our school to take photographs or film footage of a visiting dignitary or other high profile event.  Pupils will often appear in these images, which may appear in local or national newspapers, or on televised news programmes.

	

	To comply with the Data Protection Act 1998, we need your permission before we can photograph or make any recordings of your child.  Please answer questions 1 to 4 below, then sign and date the form where shown.
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE SCHOOL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

	

	
	Please circle your answer

	1. May we use your child’s photograph (unidentified) in the school prospectus and other printed publications that we produce for promotional purposes?
	

      Yes / No

	
	

	2. May we use your child’s image (unidentified) on our website?
	      Yes / No

	
	

	3. May we record your child’s image (unidentified) on video or webcam?
	      Yes / No

	
	

	4.
Do you consent to your child being photographed or filmed in press events agreed by the school?
	      Yes / No

	5.   Do you consent to your child’s full name being published with a press photograph?  (At the present time, some local newspapers will not agree to publish a photograph without a full name.)
	      Yes / No

	Please note that websites can be viewed throughout the world and not just in the United Kingdom where UK law applies.

	Unidentified above means we will only use the first name

	Please also note that the conditions for use of these photographs are on the back of this form.
	

	I have read and understood the conditions of use on the back of this form.

	
	

	Parent’s or guardian’s signature:
	
	
Date:
	

	
	
	
	

	Name (in block capitals):
	


Conditions of school use

1. This form is valid for five years from the date you sign it, or for the period of time your child attends this school.  The consent will automatically expire after this time.  It is your responsibility to let us know if you want to withdraw or change your agreement at any time.

2. We, the school, will not use the personal details or full names (which means first name and surname) of any child in a photographic image on video, on our website, in our school prospectus or in any of our other printed publications.

3. We will not include personal e-mail or postal addresses, or telephone or fax numbers on video, on our website, in our school prospectus or in other printed publications.

4. If we use photographs of individual pupils, we will not use the name of that child in the accompanying text or photo caption, unless we have your agreement.

5. If we name a pupil in the text, we will not use a photograph of that child to accompany the article.

6. We may include pictures of pupils and teachers that have been drawn by the pupils.

7. We may use group or class photographs or footage with very general labels, such as “a science lesson” or “making Christmas decorations”.

8. We will only use images of pupils who are suitably dressed, to reduce the risk of such images being used inappropriately.

9. As the child’s parents/guardian, we agree that if we take photographs or video recordings of our child/ren, which include other pupils, we will use these for personal and family use only.  I/we understand that where consent has not been obtained from the other parents for any other use, we would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998 if we used our recordings for any wider purpose.

(This form is produced with credit to Hampshire County Council for their original work.)
�
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